Minutes of: COUNCIL
Date of Meeting: 18 March 2026

Present: The Worshipful the Mayor (Councillor N Bayley, in the Chair)
Councillors A Arif, S Arif, N Bayley, R Bernstein, D Berry,
C Birchmore, C Boles, A Booth, R Brown, C Cummins,
D Duncalfe, U Farooq, E FitzGerald, | Gartside, R Gold,
D Green, J Grimshaw, S Haroon, J Harris, M Hayes, J Hook,
K Hussain, B Ibrahim, J Lancaster, G Marsden, G McGill,
C Morris, E Moss, E O'Brien, T Pilkington, A Quinn, D Quinn,
T Rafig, M Rahimov, | Rizvi, M Rubinstein, J Rydeheard,
L Ryder, K Simpson, L Smith, M Smith, J Southworth,
G Staples-Jones, T Tariq, S Thorpe, S Walmsley, M Walsh and
Y Wright

Apologies for D Vernon
Absence

Public Attendance: 2 members of the public attended the meeting.

C.61 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor Dene Vernon

C.62 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting.

C.63 MINUTES

The minutes of the two meetings held on 25 February 2026 were approved as a correct record
and signed by the Mayor.

C.64 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No questions had been submitted in advance

Questions without notice:

Questioner Topic Responding
Greg Keeley By-election in O’Brien
Tottington
C.65 RECOMMENDATIONS OF CABINET AND COUNCIL COMMITTEES

(i) Audit Committee, 8 December 2025 - Anti fraud and corruption strategy



It was moved by Councillor Thorpe and seconded by Councillor O’Brien, with all
members voting for and the Mayor abstaining that, Council approves:

Members to approve the Anti-Fraud & Corruption Strategy

Members to approve the Whistleblowing (Confidential Reporting) Policy
Members to approve the Fraud and Corruption Prosecution Policy
Members to approve the Anti Bribery Policy

Members to approve the Anti Money Laundering Policy

(i)Licensing and Safety Committee, 19 February 2026 - HMO Licensing
Policy and Updated Standards and Amenity documents

It was moved by Councillor O’'Brien and seconded by Councillor Cummins, with all
members voting for and the Mayor abstaining that, Council approves:

e That the Committee approves the HMO Licensing Policy and the
updated Standards and Amenities Guidance, and delegates authority
to the Assistant Director for Public Protection and Resilience to make
any necessary amendments arising from consultation, as well as any
future amendments required to reflect new or amended legislation

(i) Democratic Arrangement Forum, 23 March 2026 / Cabinet meeting 11
March 2026 - Appointment of Deputy Mayor for the municipal year
2026/27

It was moved by Councillor O’Brien and seconded by Councillor S Arif, with all
members voting for that, Council approves:

e To appoint Councillor Mike Smith as Deputy Mayor for the municipal
year 2026/27

(iv) Democratic Arrangement Forum, 23 March 2026 - Approval of
meetings timetable 2026/27

It was moved by Councillor O’'Brien and seconded by Councillor Moss, with all
members voting for and the Mayor abstaining that, Council approves:

e To approve the meetings timetable for the municipal year 2026/27

(v)Cabinet meeting, 11 March 2026 - Business Rates and Council Tax
Discretionary Policy

It was moved by Councillor Thorpe and seconded by Councillor O’Brien, with all
members voting for and the Mayor abstaining that, Council approves:

e That Cabinet makes a recommendation to Council to approve the
new Business Rates and Council Tax Discretionary policy from 1st
April 2026.

e That Cabinet note that adoption of the policy must be made by Full
Council.

(vi) Cabinet meeting, 11 March 2026 - Write Off Policy 2026



It was moved by Councillor Thorpe and seconded by Councillor O’Brien, with all
members voting for and the Mayor abstaining that, Council approves:

e That Cabinet approve the new policy and relevant changes to the

constitution being forwarded to Full Council for ratification

e That Cabinet note that adoption and constitution changes must be by
Full Council

THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR

(Notes: The meeting started at 6.00pm and ended at 6.35pm)



